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The  history  of  Greenfield  Township  that  is  given  in  the  left-hand 
columns  on  the  following  three  pages  is  from  1880  (pp.  477-478). 


GREENFIELD  TOWNSHIP. 


HIS  township  was  formed  from  Abington  in 
}, January,  r 8i 6.  It  embraces  about  20  square 
miies,  and  had  821  inhabitants  in  1880,  two 
"  less  than  in  1870. 

Among  the  pioneer  settlers  were  Elijah  Hobb 
and  Tames  Sacket,  from  Vermont,  the  latter  locit- 
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'’if  ing  in  the  west  part  of  the  township,  near  where 
Mr.  Finn  now  lives.  Nathan  and  Levi  Wetherby  came 
as  early  as  1S04  or  1805.  Isaac  Finch  came  from  Orange 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  built  a  log  house  half  a  mile  above 
Carey’s  Corners  in  March,  1809.  A  Mr.  West  and  Mr. 
Smith  came  the  same  year,  a  little  later,  and  located  near 
Carey’s  Corners,  which  was  then  the  business  part  of  the 
township.  Here  was  opened  the  first  store,  in  1830,  and 
the  first  tavern,  about  1S20.  These  buildings  were  of 
unhewn  logs.  The  tavern  was  one  and  a  half  stories 
high,  with  one  low  room  below  which  answered  every 
purpose  for  the  public,  and  one,  a  little  lower,  above, 
which  accommodated  the  family.  The  floor  between,  as 
well  as  the  roof,  was  made  of  bark.  Charles  Berry  was 
the  landlord;  meals  were  procured  for  a  York  shilling 
t  2)2  cents'  ,  and  lodging  was  only  6  cents.  Drinks  were 
correspondingly  cheap — rum  3c..  gin  or  brandy  4c.,  and 
if  sweetened  only  5c.;  a  nip  of  grog  4c.,  and  a  bowl  of 
toddy  or  sangaree,  which  would  make  a  man  happy,  only 


At  this  time  most  of  Greenfield  was  an  undeveloped 
wtiderr.ess,  and  no  mansions  better  than  a  double  log- 
house,  with  the  cracks  filled  In  with  sticks  and  mud.  had 
yet  been  built.  Barns  were  mere  hovels,  thrown  up  more 
for  the  enclosure  of  stock  than  for  their  protection 
against  storms  or  for  the  storage  of  grain,  as  that  and  the 
hay,  such  as  it  was,  were  usually  stacked  and  a  few  brush 
fastened  on  the  top  of  the  stack,  dignified  by  the  name  of 
roof. 

The  nearest  grist-mill  was  thirty  miles  away,  at  Slocum 
Hollow,  now  Scranton,  and  men  had  to  carry  their  grists 
on  their  backs  through  the  forests,  guided  only  by  marked 
trees. 


Elijah  Welch  begun  blacksmithing  near  where  Tilman 
Carpenter’s  barn  now  stands,  in  the  south  part  of  the 
township,  about  1S12.  He  subsequently  built  a  shop  a 
little  south  and  across  the  road  from  the  present  fine 
farm  residence  of  Charles  Avery.  There  he  remained 
till  he  died.  The  pioneer  shoemaker,  Nathaniel  Finch, 
located  in  1S16  on  the  turnpike,  between  the  sites  of  the 
residences  of  H.  C.  Spencer  and  Rev.  L,  Williams. 


Isaac  Finch  and  his  wife,  Sarah, 
are  intered  in  the  cemetery  on 
Lavinia  Spencer's  property.  See 
p.  2231  of  Vol.  I  of  SKP. 

HLRP  (04-20-78):  "Carey's  Comers 
must  be  Finch  Hill  Comers." 
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